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A LETTER From a Country Miniſter to ſome Neighbourin g-Clergy concerning 


the uſual reſort of his Pariſhioners to other Churches in contempt of their own. 
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y.. | Underſtand there are ſeveral of my Pariſhioners, who, becauſe they are not ſuffered to have their humor to meet 
&2 . in their forbidden/Conventicles, are reſolved, if they can Shift it, not to come to their own Pariſh-Church ; And 
E therefore in Contempt thereof, and their own Miniſter, do commonly take SanCtuary in your Pariſh, and many of 
S them reſort to your Church for ſhelter and proteftion againſt the Laws : And not only fo, but, as Iam told, intend 
{ further, (if you will be ſo eaſy as to admit them) to receive the Communion at your hands this next Eaſter: And 
| thereupon um your Cole to evade the Penalties juſtly inflited _ them tor their obſtinate, wilful refuſing 
Alt+- . to come to their own Pariſh-Church. Poſſibly you may not be aware of this, and therefore I give you this friendly 
FR = Caution, and requeſt you by no means to admit any of my Pariſhioners_to the Communion, nor ſo much as ſuffer 

i | them to come cuſtomarily to your Churcl, but warn them home to their own Parilh-Church and Miniſter, whole 

ſe inf 


pection they are Commirted. For give me leave to fell you, that their uſual reſort 


'to any other Church but their own, and any Miniſters allowance and — thereof, is quite contrary to the Orders, Canons and Con- 
[ſtitutions of our Church, which permits none to negle& their Pariſh-Church, unleſs by ſickneſs or other moſt urgent cauſes rhey be letted there- 
from. Andthis with great reaſon tp avoid unſpeakable Confuſion, the natural reſult of all Independency. And therefore you will find in Queen 
Elizabeths Tnjun&tions, both to the Clergy and Laity of this Realm, 1559. $. 33. That it is expreſly Commanded, That no Perſon ſhall, neg. 
1eting their own Pariſh-Church, reſort to any orher Church in time of Common-Prayer and Preaching, except it be by the occaſion of ſome 
- extraordinary Sermon in ſome Pariſh of the ſame Town” And in the Articles for enquiry in the firſt year of her Reign, one was, whether you 
;know any that in contempt of their own Pariſh-Church, reſort to any other Church. And to the ſame purpoſe doth the Homily of the Right uſe 
of the Church, ſpeak. And in the Statute of the firſt of Elizabeth, being her Act for Uniformity, 'tis enjoyn'd, That all and every Perſon and 


'Perſons inhabiting within this Realm, ſhall diligently and faithfully, having no Lawful or reaſonable excuſe to be abſent, reſort to their Pariſh. 


«Church or Chappel accuſtomed ; or upon reaſonable Lett thereof, to ſome uſual place where Common-Prayer and ſuch Service of God ſhall be uſed 
.in ſuch time of Lett, upon every nds and Holy-day, &c. And the likeis obſervable in Szat. 5 and 6. Ed. 6. c. 1. All which make it plain, 


that unleſs there be a reaſonable Lett or Lawful impediment to keep them from coming to their own Pariſh-Church, they are not allowed to go to 
.any other. Purſuant to which Orders, InjunCtions and Statutes, *tis Ordained in the 28th, Canon ( which our Oath of Canonical Obedience 
 obliges us all to take notice of ) that both Miniſter and Church-Wardens, &c. of every Pariſh, ſhall mark whether any _—_— come often 
and commonly from other Pariſhes to their Church, leſt perhaps they bgggdmitted to the Lords Table among others, which they ſhallforbid, and 
remit ſuch home to their own Pariſh-Churches and Miniſter, there to receive the Communion with the reſt of their own Neighbours. And more. 
over the 57th. Canon, to obviate the ill praCtices of ſuch as refuſe the Sacraments at the hands of unpreaching Miniſters, permits none to leave 
:their own Pariſh-Churches, and to Communicate, or cauſe their children to be Baptized in other Pariſhes abroad, under pain of ſuſpenſion, and, 
.aftera Months obſtinacy, Excommunication, if they do the contrary : And expreſly ſays, That if any Parſon, Vicar, or Curate, ſhall either 
:receive to the Communion any ſuch Perſons which are not of their own Pariſh, or ſhall Baptize any of their Children, let him be Suſpended, and 
not be releaſed thereof, until he doth faithfully promiſe that he will not afterwards Offend therein. ; 

Now it being my deſign to Cure my Pariſh of Independency, which in a great meaſure owes its riſe to this vagrant and looſe praftice of 
running from one Church to another , and which has been the great and long diſeaſe thereof (it having been ſo late and Common a praQtice 
among them to gather Churches out of other Churches, and draw other mens Pariſhioners to their Conventicles ) I cannot fo eaſily, 
readily, and effeually doit, without the Concurrence and aſſiſtance of the Neighbour Clergy, to whoſe Churches in contempt of their own, they 
uſually repair for refuge - And therefore, Sir, among others, I muſt Intreat you not to harbour, countenance, or abet them in this Licen- 
ious practice of theirs, of admitting them ordinarily to your Church, where they have nothing to do but to fill up the ſeats of your own Pa« 


riſhioners, who by their ill example (eſpecially ſeeing their own places taken up by ſtrange) may be tempted to ſtraggle abroad to other Pariſhes, 
to your great grief and diſappointment, if you have any regard to their Souls, and be concerned to give an account of them. Should I obſerve 
any of your Pariſhioners to reſort commonly to my Church, I ſhould think my ſelf obliged to give them publick warning to forbear coming, and 
openly declare, that in caſe of Proſecution for their neglect of their own Pariſh-Church, I would grant them no Certificates to baffle and deteat ir, 

nd elude their obligation to reſort thereunto ; And the fame thing I would have you do to mine, if you ſee they make it their common practice 
to leave their own Pariſh-Church tocometo yours. And this will effectually cut off all expeRances and hopes of ProteCtion any where but at their 
own Church ; Ana then ſeeing themſelves under a neceſſity, they will be the more ready to comply, and ſubmit in a more orderly way to regular 
Inſtru&ion and Government. There are many Lawful occaſions that at one time or other unavoidably happen to gratifie peoples curiolity of 
going to other Churches (which they ought to reſt contented with) as when they are upon a journey ; when there is nothing to do at their own 
Pariſhes by reaſon of their Miniſters fickneſs or abſence ; when ny are requeſted to be Surettes for a friends Child in another Pariſh, and the like ; 


but for people ordinarily and cuſtomarily to forſake their own Parith-Church to go toothers, when there is no ſuch urgent occaſion and preſling 
neceſſity, perhaps out of prejudice or wantonneſs, when the humour takes them ; or they have e little pet or private grudge at their own 
Miniſter ; or cauſeleſly diſlike his regular Adminiſtration ; or are aſhamed to appear at that un which they had To Tong bel abandoned 7 or 
out of adiſreliſh STE Pubticle Service it lf. which they know they may be preſent at in ſome places in any faſhion, and in ſuch a manner as 
rather ſhews their diſlike and diſreſpe&, then any kindneſs or reverence they have tor it, without any notice taken of their behaviour : This is 
Fattiouſly, Schiſmatically, or Wantonly to deſert their own Pariſh-Church. For the Law grounded upon great reaſon and prudence has put them 
under the Care and Inſpedtion of their own proper Guides, who are reſponſible for them borh to God and Man, and how is it poſſible either for 
you or me to givea comfortable and fatisfaory account of our reſpective Flocks committed to our Charge, if we ſuffer them to ſtray from their 
own Folds without remanding them home, and taking a particular care of them. *Tis the part of a good Shepherd to keep his Sheep together, and 
not ſuffer them to endanger their own ſafety and his Credit, by ſtragling from their own proper Fold, or unſeaſonably intermixing with others that 
belong not to them, mw ou know the Analogy holds good as to us, for we have the ſame Relation to our reſpeftive people. When one Mans 
Sheep or Cattle break Paſture and ramble into another Mans Ground, the Owner has Commonly notice thereof, and it he do not thereupon take 
them out, they are put into the Pound. And ſhould many of my ſtragling Pariſhioners be ſo dealt with by thoſe upon whom they treſpaſs, and 
into whoſe Incloſures they break, they would quickly learn to know and keep their own bounds, and I ſhould be abundantly the more ſatisfied there. 
with. For, beſides that Briefs, and other ſuch like occaſions of Charity, and Publick buſineſles are great loſers by their abſence from their own F 
Churches, there are many other great evils and Miſchiefs attending it, for under pretence of going to other Pariſh-Churches many looſe people 
take occaſion to run into private Conventicles, or haunt blind Tip ing-houſes, to ſay nothing worle ; or idle and loyter away their time in the 
Fields, or are watching an opportunity to do their Neighbour a Miſchief ; and we have no ſecurity to the contrary while we ſuffer them to ſtraggle ; 
but when they appear at their own Pariſh-Church (where there are thoſe that are obliged to take notice of them) we areſure that they are out of 
harms way. Such Ramblers therefore and Vagrants in Religion, as gad up and down from Pariſh to Pariſh, under colour of going to other 
 Ciurches to Truck for Spiritual Wares, are no more to be endured in the Church, than Scotch-Pedlers, Gypfies, or other idle Vagabonds in the 
State, that pretend buſineſs when they deſign Miſchief; againſt which, and the harbourers of them, you know there are ſeveral ſevere Statutes. 
And therefore, good Sir, If you find any ſuch belonging to my Pariſh, let me intreat you to diſown and diſcourage them for the future, and fend 
them home to their own Pariſh, where Care ſhall be taken that they do thoſe things that are fitting for them, and which Authority at this time 
eſpecially doth exact and oblige them and us to look after and perform. The thing is ſo reaſonable and of that importance to my Pariſh, That I 
verily believe you will concur with me init, and make it your own Caſe. I have uſed the kindneſs and freedom of a Friend and Brother in repre- 
ſenting it to you, and I am confident you will not take it 111 from him who upon all honeſt and juſt occafions will be ready to approve himlſelf, 


Tour Faithful Friend, and Aﬀedtionate Brother. 
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